After finishing the Maribor Music School, SLAVKO KOVAČIČ continued to study clarinet at the Academy of Music in Ljubljana with Prof. Mihael Gunzek and graduated with honours in 1995 in the class of Prof. Alojz Zupan. He perfected his knowledge at the Master Courses with Prof. Charles Neidrich (Juilliard School of Music-New York, USA) and at Prof. Alois Brandhofer (Mozarteum-Salzburg, Austria). He also graduated with honours in Salzburg at the University of Music Mozaretum (prof. Alois Brandhofer).

During his study, he received awards several times. As a solo performed, he also played with Chamber orchestra Musica Camerata, String Orchestra Celje, Academic Chamber Orchestra of Music Artist Society Maribor; Youth String Orchestra of MS Celje, Wind Orchestra of MS Celje, Big Band “Extra Band” Celje, to name only a couple. He recorded for the archive of RTV Slovenija, Radio Maribor, HRT Zagreb and Radio Berlin-Brandenburg.

He performed several compositions of Slovenian and other composers (P. Ramovš, A. Ajdič, J. Gregorc, T. Svete, U. D. Soyka, Z. Ballata, B. Zupančič, I. Kopecky, P. Obradović, P. Pačnik, R. Kamplet and M. Müller) for the first, christening time.

He cooperated with Pannonian Orchestra – Graz, Orchestra of Academia Ars Musicae, Austria and with all Slovenian symphonic orchestras: Maribor Opera, Ljubljana Opera, Maribor Philharmonics, RTV Slovenija Symphonics and Slovenian Philharmonics where he was also employed. He is also a member of Slovenian Clarinet Orchestra.

He performs in Slovenia and abroad as a solo player and together with various ensembles.

He is the head of International Summer School for Clarinet in Pučišća on Brač (Croatia) since 2005.

In 2009 he directed the accredited Seminar for Clarinet Professors of Music Schools at Pef UM. He is invited to participate in juries at home as well as abroad. From 2010-15 was he the head of the Music Department at PEF University of Maribor, from 2014 is he a member of the UM Faculty Senate and from 2015 is he a Vice-dean for art activity at Faculty of Education UM.

In 2011 he recorded the solistic album Sentimentale, for which he got an excellent review in The Clarinet Magazine (Volume 40, no.2, March 2013).

He devotes himself extensively to chamber music (Trio Musica Camerata, Arc-en-ciel ansamble, Trio Onix, Maister trio, Trio Tanguango, Spiri Art trio, salonski orkester Musica Camerata…) and cooperates with festivals ClarinetFest 2013 in Assisi-Italy, European Clarinet Congress 2014 in Katowice-Poland, Italian Clarinet University and Camerino Music Festival 2015 – Italy, 5th European Clarinet Festival Ghent – Belgium, International Festival ”Dubrovačke ljetne igre”- Croatia, European Cultural Month, European convention of clarinet ensembles “Klarinetovanje 2004″ in Ljubljana, International Festival Lent, Musical Summer of Rogaška, International Festival ”Glasbeni september” (Musical September), Brački ljetni festival (Summer Festival of Brač) – Croatia, Bolsko lito – Croatia, International Festival of Youth in Postojna, International Summer Camp in the scope of Jeunesses Musicales, International Concert at the Gewerkenegg castle, Festival Spectrum, Clarinetfest Kotor – Montenegro, International Festival 4saxess, Glasbena tribina Pula – Croatia (Music stage Pula …).

[bookmark: _GoBack]He is employed at the University of Maribor – Faculty of Education as the Assistant Professor for clarinet and chamber music playing, while also working as the Prof. of clarinet at the elementary and high school level of Celje Music School.
